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Substance Abuse Committee 
                                                  December 20, 2017 

 
Present:  Brian Hart, Jennifer Emery, Linda Waite, Jody Lynn Mosher, Megan Wise,  
John Alves, Ellie Collins, Erin Doyle 
 
Excused:  Linda Waite, Lisa Willson 

 
 
Minutes: 
 
Approved without changes 
  
Director of Community Services Report – Brian Hart 
   
 

 Tompkins Detox/Stabilization Proposal:  (Attachment 1 was handed out) 
The proposal includes 20-24 beds, several services and a collaboration with 
many human services agencies, law enforcement agencies, and the Court 
system.  Due to the current epidemic, the proposal should be approved as 
OASAS is in support of it.  Even though this is a regional resource, typically 
what happens is that most of the beds are utilized by the County they are in.  A 
member of the SARA Coalition wanted to invite the Mayor of Ithaca to speak at 
a meeting about their controversial plan to inject street drugs brought into the 
facility by the consumer.  Brian Hart denied the request stating discomfort in 
giving the impression that he and the county support this practice that has 
tremendous liability concerns. The question was asked if this Clinic was 
actually approved.  No one is aware of the approval at this time, but heard that 
one staff member from Cayuga Memorial was taking a position in this Clinic.      
  

 Reversing the Stigma:  (Attachment 2 was handed out) This OASAS 
sponsored documentary will be shown on January 16th 2018 at the Journey 
Center in Horseheads with a panel discussion to follow.  They are hoping for a 
good turn out and are encouraging all to attend and to share the information 
and invite others.  It was mentioned that Glove House’s Evening Support will be 
attending, as well as some Coalition members.  

 
 Conference of Local Mental Hygiene Directors:  There was a pilot project 

related to substance abuse services in County Jails.  The data showed that 
57% of inmates have some sort of substance abuse, and 68% of those with 
substance abuse return to jail.  The problem is that neither OMH nor OASAS 
have a strict budget line for services in jail.  There are some federal dollars 
available but not enough.  Family Services has some funds to utilized for 
medications and connecting them with treatment after they are released from 
jail.  Trinity has also done some work in the jail.  The problem with Trinity is by 
providing these free services it has a negative impact on their state reported 
productivity of clinical staff.  The Proposal is to ask OASAS for 12.8 million 
annually, which would translate into approximately $150,000 for Chemung 
County.  Family Service staff noted that the relationship with Trinity in the jail is 
going well.  
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Sharing by Community Members 
 

 I-Matter:  Hoping to close soon on the women’s house.  It is located at 465 
Water Street, Elmira, NY 14901.  This house is almost “move in ready” and it 
has 8 beds. 
 

  Crisis: Question was asked how the Crisis line was going now that it is being 
covered by the Tompkins County Suicide Prevention line.  Hasn’t taken affect 
yet.  Asked Dr. Alves if he is seeing an Impact and he said yes, they are seeing 
more people, and some from Thompkins County.   
 

 Trinity school age survey:  From the data we have learned that a shocking 
number of children in a younger age group are either using or are exposed to 
drugs/alcohol.  They are currently working with children at Cohen Middle 
School 3 days a week to educate them.  The Focus Groups are children in 10th 
grade.  Still have not heard anything from Horseheads, and they need to get in 
touch with Elmira City School District and Notre Dame to get something set up 
in the new year.   
 
    The next meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2017.  
 
 

****Attachments are on next page**** 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 


